Dear Howard 9 
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. . Terr ^! >le a8 7 ^P 111 * ia F 4 haaUly as I write, how about sending me a few of vour 
address stickers to assure that I address the envelopes correctly? 

Ypur letters to Hizso and Paul are good. As you’ll note, we addressed the same 
weaknesses in different ways. I wish 1 thought this would impress Paul, but I am gradually 
getting the idea he is siok. If I am right, nothing will. gradually 

J 

Don't forget the Archives-Harper letters you were going to send me. I will want a file 
of such things to use in court. I've aske.l Paul for hie. 1 

Had I known for sure that I'd be in Wilmington over the weekend, I'd have let you 
toow in advance. It was not until the night before we left that we knew we could. Had it 
been possible for me to go to Phila., 1 would, but not having seen my mother and step* 
father for so long and with tti* ocher things I had to do, like trying to get money 0 ^d 

h^ofr^r rr* t tlaV ° the tW0 hour8 a roun<1 tri P wuli Have required. 1 liad 

■ 4 *“ t *“* *° 

Perhaps it will be ao tnat you can got here during the holidays? We can talk then 

°J*+v 'Z th f n * 8 I<Ve done 3ince >' ou were J - a3t here, especially the efforts 
get things and the legal matters, which have taken most of what time I've had. 

mt* ^ ZZ y0U f coafusion about own future and. distress over the sad 

Lis .' .tgtvsz i,r • uod ““** “ a prop * r “ ao ' n ‘- ■-* ** “ n »»■ * 

1^?','. “V"” “ d tL,d ,h!l "'a 0 " tiOTbles ulth avintlon i1.tni.loa5, I 

t^ublin^ na h 3 ? S r aCtl0ns ’ very 3tron *» pathetic in a way, and deeply 

troubling to u„ because ± i eared worse consequences. So, I took it upon nryeelf to seek 
pu,ohia trie counsel. I torn th i. «* , c „ a h ; uu ^ . 

.lnpl. queation-hov one me live this mj and not react? Reaction, he LiSTS a mS , 

rS In 8 "! 110 !? 1 S i Lm * He . d be worried were there no reaction. A healthy person^ to 
at to and when there is the certainty of damage, there is proper concern* He 

di^not.eveu want to sue Lil. His advice took two forms-yr^cribing Jt^rlTi^TtnT 

“ d * “°r her f r0U ' that env4ronment , 3 ° there would not be the omnipresent 

JS^ivrin this 0 ! ?^ di8t ^ u . bed tha “ you are confused and distressed. How the hell can 
one, live in this world and not be - unless there is something wrong inside? 

' / 1 • 1 \ 

Z ca ^Zl 5 80IBetimea ' how «yer, a, feeling of futility, of powerle =sness, of inability 
diffucAit^thinv r °ctilxcation. And no one man con do all that has to bo done. "The 

reoo e niza that each man does what he can. For example, your excellent 
letter to Hus3o. 1 do not think you really expected anything to cone of it either in 
changing him or his texaiix Coassacks. Yet you did what one cS. ’ “ 

' , ‘ s 

.1 do not know your mot.ve in first interesting yourself in the assassination but 

than the T* things., there is nothing you can do to help heel a pick society 
than the work you do on this. Aside from the belief that the progressive evils since then 
couldi not have .{Happened without tiiat crime, 1 believe doing something about that and t*e 

“*Xf „ t* 1 *'* 13 “ *r l0 f M “”«• *••“*•“* In tUL o, lom.lf m 

tarding the progress of evil, however you want to formulate it. 

into eolleL^nrt 1 ^? 118 3 ? im9s * that you 816 throw la« yourself so wholeheartedly 

If if\ Ui 3 ° y ° r “ '"“»* rmm.) i. that in thll „ay 

tfoSiowIm f "“~ «• “*• »*•« contribution you my 

this mn^nTtv,! ' ^Justice. What you prepare to do and be professionally is not at 
thl. mbeot th. ...mo., «iat 1. tb. orux 1. that you *, , 0UTmlt 






to understand life and its forces, to develop your own faculties -enjoying to the fullest 
the groat satisfaction college can be at the stjne time. When the time cornea, you will 
know wliat you do and do' not want to be and do professionally, and that is less important 
than your general , overall development andftiiiafilfoiaB*t Drink in all you can while you can, 
for these are yours of a preciouaness you will not fully appreciate until later, in retro- 
spect, and roll every wokderful drop over your tongue. 

' t 

No one os us can change the world. §ch one of us can do his part. You will do more 
than your share. Indeed, for your years, which means no more than the time you've had in 
which to do it, you have .Iready done more than most men do in a lifetime. So, do not 
be depressed from a feeling of personal failure. 

^ /* i i 

Nor should you let the oppression of the growing Ameriform fascism sshze or dominate 
you. It is an enormous force, a monstrous evil. And it can anu probably will get worse 
before we can change it, as certainly we will. Look back on the bumoling history of man 
and the one tiling tiiat is certain, aside from his endless error, is that he han moved 
forward. If there is no evil comparable to germ and nuclear warfare, that is because of 
the state of man's development. Comparable evils, commensurate with man's state of develop- 
ment, have always existed. *at despite these things, mankind lias progressed. This may seem 
a weak argument when jou consider Jian's current morality (morality not equated with the 
aippered fly), but I su gest your own generation is my irrefutable response. Y 0 urs is the 
best we have ever had, the most concerned, the most setivist, the one that, if it does not 
Wing about the required change, will sire those who will... It takes years to live with 
the certainty that improvements in life do not come aoout overnight, that powerful forces 
of evil do not get overthrown easily or rapidly - an~ that these things will come to pass. 

All my life I've been on impatient man. Not until ± begun working on the assassination- 
ana long alter I began - did I come to appreciate tliat this, inevitably, will be a long, 
drawn-out fi^ht. Having com to thi3 understanding, it leaves me tranquil. I no longer 
feel /frustrated that I oaynoc get ray work published, tliat there continues to be suppression. 
Instead, I do what I can and am consent knowing I have and do. As you know, it has not 
stopped me. Nor has it slowed me. The diminution in my output comes fron aging and diversifying. 

At your age I was qIso sometimes depressed nd ffLt frustrated, uiie then al 3 o was bad. 

Can you conceive what the one- two blows of the depression and Hitler(nrusM)lirii and franco, 
too) were to me and ny peers? The problems of your generation are not aa easily met, Ours 
were wore tangible. The next meal, tilings lik e txuit. But for us they were real and serious 
and difficult, more readily coped with because they were more tangible. But 1 think 1 have 
ana rnnder 8 tandin g of how you feel ana why you fool that way. It is inevitftble that you do 
feel as' you do. And, as I began, head thy. 

Jr\ » t| 

Thu question is, how do you meet and live with this? How you will, 1 do not /mow. That 
you will, ^ have no doubt. Basically, it will come with increased unaerstoudiiig and 
experience-and no tiling* in college replaces experience, now or later. One of the things 
that makes it easier is social, You have found and will find more friends, some, of whom 
will be better fxiends and more worthwhile. Your man-to-man friendships at college will be 
deeper than earlier, partly because you hava grown, partly because those who are and will 
be your friends have grown from their high-school days. 

}.i . 

I think 1 have detected in your one of my own social shortcomings when I was your 
age, I wa9 ± late developing a boy-girl interest in girls. There were so many other things 
1 found so wonderful and to which I devoted myself , I went tlirough high school with almost 
no dates at all.. This was wrong, as 1 learned as soon as I changed. There is something in 
a boy-girl relationship that nothing can replace. There is no adequate substitute. Here I 
am not talking of sex alone. That is a thing unto itself, i/or axa I saying it is not relevant, 
i or it is, relevant, rich, marvelous. But also important io the difference between men and 
women, dif i erences in thi nk i ng and feeling, differences in understanding and what can be 
so meaningful, a difference in the warmth and compassion that no man can get from another 
man, no woman from another woman. I recall, though many years have passed, a time of my 
own depressed feeling when I was a college freshman, and a wonderful Irish girl named Mary 
and a letter she then wrote me. I can recall some of its exadst wording- after 40 ^elrs -and 
such jyj^rs. It began, in the manner of an Irish poet* "Vas it peace you are looking for, Ms 
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Harold? Don't look* for it* Peace comes unbidden" * And then she drew a simple but beautiful 
picture of a tiny fragment of time and the purity and beauty of a single, pendant drop of 
dew on a single leaf overhanging a singing brook. And I felt good, ana warmed, comforted, 
understood, and at that moment at peace* There is a kind of comfort a man gets from laying 
hie head oh a woman's lap, of feeling it, immobile, against her breasts, that comos from 
nothing else in time of stress. If this is a woman for whom the man has regard (and not 
necessarily sexual regard or interest), she can run her fingers tlioough his hair, and it 
can give him solace as well as it can stimulate him sexually (depending upon the mood. 

*y tha way, 1 never laid *'*axy # 

Woman is the thing designed by nature to be most beautiful to a man. As you have, 
undoubtedly, already learned, morality is not the zippered fly, beauty is not the flnely- 
chisellad nose, the lips of perfection to the artist, the most perfect symatry of body line. 
Beauty is in the mind, (if you haven' t read the Shaeopoare sonnet, ,J hy mistress* eyes are 
nothing fc like the sun", please do.) 

I think part of your torment is a kind of lonliness and unfuUfilmont that may or may 
not have sexual involvement. I think that you are, by nature, inclined to be shy and even 
timid. 11 this is the case, it is likely you will be more so with women. But that is not 
really a problem, and it soon passes with increased contact, however*, if my estimate is 
accurate, you may be tending to shun contact with women that might develop into a rich 
Relationship, perhaps, in some way you cannot express of fully graps, even foar. This 
social reticence is, I think, more common in bright end sensitive young men than in 
liko women, and less easy for them to overcome because of the expectations of society, that 
the man be the aggressor in establishing a relationship with a woman. 

It wouid be easier to communicate what I ara trying to if We could talk about it, and 
1 could sense whether or not I am being understood. I am not saying keep yo\ir eye open for 
the first woman you oan lay. Nor am I saying not to* lay the first one you can-or whenever 
you can. I am saying that you should be looking for friendships with women as you do with 
men, appreciating that the frienshipe will be different. Each is its own kind. There is 
a large overlap, but neither replaces the other, neither is not essential. Whether or not 
such a friendship or friendships develop sexually is not immediately the significant thing. 
That also comes with time, and the time varies greatly with inuividuals. 1 think that the 
fullness of such companions hip is not, is never reached, without the richness, the marvel 
of oex, nature&s great gilt to mankind. But that also comes with time that varies with 
individuals. It is lik« riary* s peace, coining unbidden. 

You liave before you a veiy wide selection of the moat de>jireable women. College has 
already done some culling for you. Let your eye wander, do not divert it; and let your 
mind Wonder and dream, and come to know women. You wiix fina those who will mako this 
period hi your life at once raoro tol enable and more beautiful. These are extremes that 
impose an enormous burden on a seemingly fragile thing. Believu me, it is e thing of 
great atz'ength that can and will supprt such a huraen and thereby achieves greater strength. 

Howard, yours is a not uncommon problem. Your intellectual growth has been very 
rapid, coming at a time when it dominated your interests and activities ana excluded 
what youx at that time were not prepared for in hotly and emotional development. Do* not 
worry about it. But don't indulge or perpetuate it. Let yourself grow. 

t f 

And by the way, if you felt you wore cold in sneaking- to me, I didn't. 

Lt‘ 1 am close to reality in the foregoing and you want to discuss it further, do not 
tear that it will take too much time for me. It is time I have because 1 do not have my 

oen son. 

Best, 

1 i • %4 ‘ * , - 

[ * / , 



